
 
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Wednesday, January 8, 2014 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Lower Level 
Conference Room, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Michael DeFeo and 
Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael 
Manware.   Absent/Excused: Commissioner Joanne D. Palmieri 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the Minutes of the 
December 4, 2013 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
VISITORS:   
1.  Steve Giudice re field lights at Western Little League.  Mr. Giudice presented a map showing the 
fields at Western Park.  The baseball league is proposing to install field lights on two fields - 4 lights on 
one and 6 lights on the Babe Ruth field (total 10 lights).  They are the only Little League fields without 
lights.  They are interested in extending play time and are seeking approval of the Park Board after which 
they would present a site plan to the Planning and Zoning Commission for approval.  There is no deed 
restriction about lights.  The league has spoken with Musco so far and received a quote of $50,000 for one 
field and $100,000 for the other; that is just for material.  When everything is in order, they have some 
contacts who could help with some of the work. 
 
Commissioner Romano noted that they would need to have the voltage brought up.  Question arose as to 
plans for financing the project.  Mr. Giudice said they would approach the local clubs and civic 
organizations, do fund raising, etc.  At some point they would approach the Board of Finance to get 
something from the town.  Mr. Romano was willing to help spearhead the lights project since he was 
involved in the South League project.  He felt the most important thing is to find an electrician who has a 
kid in the league.  That could be a huge help.  The other members thought it was a good idea.  Mr. 
Giudice said they would like to do the work by next season. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to proceed with the blessing of the Park Board.  Seconded by 
Commissioner DeFeo and carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman Fasulo said there has been a lot of discussion about lights.  He referred to the soccer club’s 
recent requests for lighting.  Through discussion with the town manager, Garry would recommend that 
the town finance the soccer club’s lights and would support - i.e., finance, not pay - for them.  We don’t 
know what the financing rates might be.  The leagues have to put something down.  Chairman stated that 
Garry Brumback needs to know what the league is planning.  Mr. Giudice will call him.  Mr. Giudice 
commented that the water line being installed at the park will be finished in February.  It is a great 
facility.  Chairman Fasulo noted that there is no guarantee but Garry Brumback will support it. 
 
2. Art Cyr.  Mr. Cyr commented that he had attended the Public Works Committee today and the 
February date for the water line was announced at that time.  He also believes that lights on the fields 
could really help with the current scheduling of the fields. 
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COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that winter programs for the most part are in the second sessions.  Some won’t start 
up until spring due to unavailability of space in the gyms.  Fitness, Hoop It Up (for 1st & 2nd graders) 
will hold off until next year.  Arts and Crafts for Special Needs will hold off until spring.  Music Therapy 
class for special needs - last year we had no one.  So far it’s been out two months with no interest at all.  
Mr. Lapreay will send an email to the group of parents who had indicated possible interest in the past. 
 
There are no issues with basketball at the middle schools.  They have a monitor there.  Men’s basketball 
starts tomorrow at the high school - Tuesday and Thursday through March.  They are just missing one 
night.  There are 8 over 35 teams and 4 under 35.  Registration for lacrosse begins January 11 and 22 and 
little league is January 25 and February 8.  Commissioner Kanute noted that this Sunday is a wrestling 
tournament with about 94 kids.  440 kids are registered for the tournaments. 
 
Trips are booked.  Mr. Lapreay handed out a list.  There are about 20-22 trips included.  The December 
middle school dance had a very low turnout - 89.  Mr. Lapreay did reach out to the Y because they offer a 
program every Friday night for the same age group.  They also had a low turnout that night.  He will ask 
them to hold off their program for the nights we have our dances; it would mean one less Friday a month 
for them.  We will see what happens. 
 
Bow hunting is complete.  We had 48 hunters total.  Only 9 deer were taken out.  Last year it was 11 or 
12. 
 
Mr. Lapreay presented information from East Coast Greenway Alliance.  They put signage up and down 
the east coast.  They are interested in putting mileage signage on the kiosk on the linear trail near 
Cheshire.  He was not sure if Council approval was needed.  Commissioner Kanute said he has seen the 
signs in Boston and other places.  Board members had no issue with it. 
 
Vendor fee for Music on the Green.  Mr. Lapreay said last year the board introduced a one-time fee of 
$300 for the season (14 weeks).  Negative feedback was received from one or two vendors; they may not 
return.  The drive-in charges $500 for the season.  If someone backs off, Mr. Lapreay could see if another 
vendor is interested.  After discussion, the board decided to keep the amount at $300 for the season. 
 
Mr. Lapreay will send information out to the softball umps.  We talked about the bats issue and possibly 
going to wood for the adult softball league.  Of course, some people are not in favor of it.  After further 
discussion, the board was comfortable with Mr. Lapreay making the decision.  There are a lot of leagues 
in Connecticut using wood bats. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kanute, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to accept the report of 
the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that at Garry Brumback’s request he did a Park Department league maintenance 
report.  It lets everyone know what we do for each league.  It is different for each league.  A lot is done by 
request.  Chairman Fasulo said it is a great list and asked Mr. Manware to share it with the rest of the 
board. 
 
The ice skating rink is up.  The first day it was open was last Saturday.  It was closed Monday but open 
again on Tuesday.  It is very dependent on the weather.  It has been getting some usage.  Crescent Lake 
had its first day open for ice fishing.  During the month of December snow and/or ice events were 
addressed.  In response to a question, the trail is plowed from Plantsville to Curtiss using a pickup truck.  
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A slight issue with Zingarella’s pushing snow on the trail was addressed. 
 
Recreation Park front grove issue was brought up last year.  The red pines are pretty diseased and need to 
be taken out.  Mr. Manware brought the forester who was here at Crescent Lake to take a look.  There is 
some value in the red pines for the poles.  Mr. Manware is looking at options to remove them.  He would 
replace them with Eastern Whites.  He is getting quotes. 
 
He met with Officer Petro regarding signs for the linear trail.  They discussed the complaint mainly on 
Center Street near Smokin’ with Chris.  People are not crossing at the crosswalks.  Officer Petro felt that 
all intersections should be the same (stop sign ahead).  It is a safety thing. 
 
Holiday decorations started coming down today.  They are still trying to preserve the lights for the trees 
so we get more than one year out of them.  The leaf program is finishing up.  Pear tree pruning downtown 
began once again.  It is done every year on Center Street and North Main.  They are high maintenance.  
Mr. Manware would like to use a compressor in the future to save time. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks, 
seconded by Commissioner Romano.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  
Mr. Lapreay said that he, Mike Manware and Steve Wlodkowski met with an individual about upgrading 
Memorial Park.  He will come back with an initial report with prices for plans to be drawn up.  The fields 
are OK but outside the fields are being considered.  We are starting with Memorial as it is the oldest park 
but eventually all the parks will be looked at. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  None 
  
NEW BUSINESS:  
1.  Report on Meeting with Town Manager.  Chairman Fasulo reported that he met with Garry Brumback 
on Monday.  Dave Kanute and Mike DeFeo also attended.  They talked about clarifying the role of the 
board.  Garry Brumback’s opinion is that the board members are the eyes and ears of the department to 
evaluate, listen to the people, what do the parks need, decisions made and follow through.  He wants us to 
look at what is done in these parks and what are the expectations.  He is looking to make a standardized 
report so that citizens from league to league know what our expectations are and what the league’s 
expectations are.  In the next three years, build into the budget one park a year.  The town manager wants 
to support that in the budget.  He told us of his support for financing of the lights. 
 
There was some discussion about the Recreation budget and the Parks budget.  This board oversees the 
Recreation budget but has no detail on what may be put in the Parks budget because it is under Steve 
Wlodkowski.  This board asks questions of Mr. Manware as the Parks Department liaison which he takes 
to Mr. Wlodkowski.  Chairman Fasulo would like this board to receive the response.  Commissioner 
Kanute asked where Mr. Wlodkowski gets his information on parks; Mr. Manware responded mostly 
from him; however, he doesn’t know what resources may be available.  Commissioner Kanute felt that 
with all the open space, Crescent Lake, etc. we need to have maintenance money in the budget, whether 
we are doing it or outsourcing it.  The tennis courts are a good example.  Memorial courts are good now; 
would like to do the same at Rec Park. 
 
Mr. Manware said the trucks are getting by.  We lost one in October.  We will put in for two trucks.  The 
newest truck was purchased in 2008.  He spoke to Steve Wlodkowski about it and Steve talked to Garry 
Brumback.  Commissioner Kanute spoke about a 20-year plan that was done several years ago.  No one 
can seem to find a copy but are still looking.  It may have been done in conjunction with a budget 
proposal; he will try to at least find out the year.  Commissioner Romano suggested putting the 
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information in front of Steve Wlodkowski and copying Garry Brumback. 
 
2.  Youth Sport League Procedures.  Mr. Lapreay said at the last Board of Finance meeting when Ans 
Swanson spoke about the need for funding for lights, several members asked for information.  Garry 
Brumback asked Mr. Lapreay to draft something up to bring to this board for approval; then it would go 
to the leagues.  He distributed copies of the draft.  Members reviewed the procedures and thought it was 
good for how to go about asking for funding.  The leagues are asked to submit a budget every year.  He 
needs to receive four more.  There was some discussion about what can be requested from the leagues and 
if anyone has ever audited their books.  Instead of an audit, a balance sheet could be requested and a profit 
and loss statement.  Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo, to have 
Mr. Lapreay request a balance sheet and P&L from the leagues. Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the form for requesting funds as submitted by Mr. 
Lapreay.  Seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried unanimously. 
 
3.  Little League Registration.  Commissioner DeFeo said someone wants to start a new AAU league 
(travel league) and set up a table during the town registration.  Discussion followed on whether or not this 
was appropriate and the difference in the type of league it is.  Commissioner Romano commented that a 
lot of kids are becoming more interested in a more competitive league, which this would be.  Mr. Lapreay 
was aware of the request.  They will also meet with Eric Swallow and Dr. Erardi about using the field at 
the high school. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made to adjourn the meeting by 
Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried unanimously.  Meeting adjourned 
at 7:33 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


